in you. There will be little difference between the manners and
methods of the Axis powers and the Allies if the war is to
resolve itself into a mere trial of brute strength.
I am,
Yours sincerely,
M. K. Gandhi
His Excellency the Viceroy,
Viceroy's Camp
115
The Viceroy's House,
New Delhi,
28th March, 1944
Dear Mr. Gandhi,
I have your letter of March 9th. You will receive a separate
reply from the Home Secretary on your complaint about
Mr. Butler's answer to a question in the House of Commons. I can
only say that I deeply regret if you are left with the impression
that the Government of India have been unsympathetic in the
matter of Mrs. Gandhi's illness. Miss Slade's case will be exa-
mined in the light of what you say about her.
I do not think it profitable that we should enter into lengthy
argument, and do not propose to answer in detail the points
you raise in your letter. But I think it best to give you a clear
statement of my views on the future development of India and
the reasons for your present detention.
The draft declaration of H. M. G. which Sir Stafford Cripps
brought to India stated in unmistakable terms the intention of
H. M. G. to give India self-government under a constitution of
her own devising, arrived at by agreement between the principal
elements. I need hardly say that I am in entire accord with that
aim, and only seek the best means to implement it without deli-
vering India to confusion and turmoil. Much wisdom and spirit
of goodwill and compromise will be required to arrive at the
right solution, but with good leadership I am sure a solution can
be found.
Meanwhile there is much work to be done, particularly in
the economic field, in preparing India to take her proper place
in the modern world. She must be ready to welcome change and
progress in many hitherto unfamiliar directions and to raise the
standard of living of her population. Such work is primarily
non-political: it may well hasten a political settlement, but
cannot await it. It will give rise to many new and absorbing
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